LIZA

THROTTLED: Liza Minnalli and ex-driver M'hammed Soumayah in happier times.
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Singer battered me, too: chauffeur’s lawsuit

By DAREH GREGORIAN

Liza Minnelli was beating
another man on the side
while she was married to
David Gest. a2 sensational
new lawsuit charges.

‘hammed  Soumayah,

Minnelli's former longtime
. e ey fid
companion, has quietly
suit a t lheheoscar :ﬂm
net, claiming she repeatedly
attacked him in alcohol-fu-
cled rampages, a knowl-
edgeable source told The
Post. The suit was filed
!.mdets&]ear]icr‘lhis‘. week,

secks “money damages aris-
::r_ﬁcﬁ-nm personal injuries.”

source said some of
those injuries were the re-
sult of attacks at the hands

boozehound — Gest filed 3
sio nﬁlllzsun assault  sujt
against his estranged wife
1ast year, which claimed she
became violent and
almost superhuman
strength when she drank.
“Liza should change pro-
fessions — drop acung and

go into boxing.” the source
4 A #Thic ic Jdnsn tron-

ble for Liza. It completely
vindicates David Gest™ by
backing up his contention
that she's 3 manbeater, the
source said,

Soumayah's la , Har-
vey Mars, declined to com-
ment on the suit, except to
say it was “substantial.” He
would not confirm or deny
the assault allegations. He
sald the action was filed
under seal “because of a
confidentiality agrecment”
his client when he was
working for Minnclh until
she fired hitn in August,

Minnelli Jawyer Doruthy

Whahher said she had nut -

seen the suit and could not
comsnent.

Souma 56, started
driving for the songstress in
1994, and quickly became
known  as right-hand
man. Their relationship suf-
fered, however, when Min-
nelll, who has a history of
drug and alcohol problems,
started drinking agnin after
maiirying Gest, the source
sl

Gest's lawsuit recounts
one incident in 2002 where
Minnelli — frustrated that
Gest wouldn't let her order
up booze from hotel room
service — went out o a

bender with Soumayah,

“Hours later, [she] re-
turned to the hotel ex-
tremely intoxicated, upset,
agitated, uncontroliable and
angry” and astacked Gest,
the suit says.

‘The source said, “The dif-
ference between Liza's rela-
tionship with Mhammed
and David is that David
would not let her drink and
would put het in bed cven
when she was beating him.”

“Mhammed couldn't take
her physical abuse, which
he received more than his
fair share of" the source
said. Mars said Gest, 51, has

subpocnaed Soumaysh to
be deposed as a witness in
his assault case, and that his
clignt “will comply with the
i 5

e both Gest’s assault
and divotee actions are still
pending, a source close to
the producer said he might
not he through with Liza-re-
lated lawsuits. The source
said he's planning to file a
novel suit within the next
two wecks against a TPenn-

vania- rebab cemt

that treated Minnellh Ti.
suit will charge “they let hier
g::l. too early,” the source



